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of which requires much more space than is available in this
book.
Nevertheless, certain facts are clear. No State possesses a
homogeneous ethnic structure, and racial purity, in the correct
biological sense, is non-existent. Persistent and widely spread
migrations together with continual intermarriage have re-
sulted in such a mixture of peoples that, although ethnologists
suggest various broad groupings on the basis of certain physical
characteristics, there is no possibility of defining these groups
by acceptable linear boundaries. But the State, by its nature,
must be clearly defined, i.e. the territory over which it exercises
sovereign power must be delimited precisely and accurately.
In the result, States must include areas inhabited by people
of different ethnic origins; hence all States are ethnically
heterogeneous.
Europe is particularly affected in this wray, partly because
of its close contacts with Asia whence many immigrants have
come over a long period of history, and partly because it is the
most complexly fragmented of all the continents. At the
same time, the Americas, Monsoon Asia and Africa all have
their ethnic problems. Given good will and reasonableness,
ethnic differences should not hinder the internal unity of a
State, but it appears that in most cases these desirable qualities
are lacking, since a wrelter of myths and ideologies, epitomized
in the term "race-consciousness", has been built up and now
provides a formidable barrier to the successful integration of
the human elements. Prejudice and differential treatment
arising out of ethnic differences are inimical to good adminis-
tration. Where ethnic minorities and enclaves exist and are
deprived of equality of status, they are sources of weakness and
friction in the State structure. In some cases, as in the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire, they may lead to dissolution.
While there is some relationship between present ethnic
groups and their racial origins in the remote past, the physical
characteristics which mark races are no longer applicable as
differentiating factors in the determination of ethnic distribu-
tions, hence some other distinguishing feature is sought and
is usually found in language. In general, this course is justifiable
as the possession and use of a common language are the most